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Abstract

Migration intentions have emerged as a critical determinant shaping the social, economic, and
psychological integration of migrants into host communities. This study investigates the relationship
between migration intentions and community integration while emphasizing the moderating role of social
networks. Migration intention, defined as an individual’s willingness or plan to relocate, influences
adaptation processes by shaping expectations, preparedness, and engagement with the host society.
Community integration is conceptualized as a multidimensional construct encompassing social
participation, cultural adaptation, economic inclusion, and psychological belonging. Drawing upon social
capital theory and migration systems theory, this research proposes that migration intentions significantly
influence community integration outcomes. Individuals with strong intentions to settle permanently tend to
invest more in social relationships, language acquisition, and community engagement, thereby enhancing
integration. Conversely, temporary or uncertain intentions may limit commitment to host communities,
resulting in lower integration levels. Empirical evidence indicates that early migration experiences and
long-term settlement intentions positively influence integration through behavioral and cultural adaptation
(Lietal., 2024). Furthermore, social networks play a pivotal moderating role in this relationship. Networks
provide informational, emotional, and instrumental support, facilitating both migration decisions and
integration processes. Studies show that social networks significantly shape migration intentions and
account for a substantial proportion of variation in migration decisions (Beine et al., 2018) . Additionally,
diverse and bridging social networks enhance social trust and participation, thereby improving integration
outcomes (Wang et al., 2025). This study employs a quantitative approach using structural equation
modeling to test the hypothesized relationships. Findings highlight that migration intentions have a direct
and significant impact on community integration, while social networks strengthen this relationship. The
study contributes to migration literature by integrating intention-based perspectives with social capital
mechanisms and offers policy implications for fostering inclusive communities.

Keywords: Migration Intentions, Community Integration, Social Networks, Social Capital, Structural
Equation Modeling

Introduction

Migration is a defining feature of globalization, reshaping societies, economies, and cultures across the
world. Increasing mobility has intensified scholarly interest in understanding how migrants integrate into
host communities. Community integration is widely recognized as a complex and multidimensional process
involving economic participation, social inclusion, cultural adaptation, and psychological attachment.
While traditional migration studies have focused on structural determinants such as labor markets and
policy frameworks, recent research highlights the importance of individual-level factors, particularly
migration intentions.

Migration intention refers to an individual’s willingness or plan to move or settle in a particular location. It
is a precursor to migration behavior and plays a crucial role in shaping post-migration outcomes. Individuals
with strong settlement intentions are more likely to invest in local resources, establish social ties, and
actively participate in community life. In contrast, those with temporary or uncertain intentions may remain
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socially detached, limiting their integration into the host society. Empirical studies demonstrate that
migration intentions significantly influence settlement decisions and integration trajectories (Li et al.,
2024).

Community integration is not merely an economic process but also involves social and psychological
dimensions. Migrants must navigate new cultural norms, build relationships, and develop a sense of
belonging. Social integration, in particular, is strongly influenced by social capital, which encompasses
networks, trust, and reciprocal relationships. Social capital enables migrants to access information,
employment opportunities, and social support, all of which are essential for successful integration (Zhang
et al., 2024).

One of the most critical factors influencing both migration intentions and integration is social networks.
Social networks consist of relationships with family, friends, and community members that provide support
and resources. These networks operate at both the origin and destination, influencing migration decisions
and integration processes. For instance, networks abroad facilitate migration by reducing uncertainty and
providing assistance, while strong ties at home may discourage migration by increasing emotional
attachment (Beine et al., 2018).

Moreover, the structure and diversity of social networks play a significant role in shaping integration
outcomes. Bridging social capital, which connects individuals across different social groups, has been
shown to enhance integration by fostering trust and participation in the host society. In contrast, bonding
social capital, which involves close ties within migrant communities, may limit integration by reinforcing
social isolation (Zhang et al., 2024) . Recent studies further emphasize that heterogeneous social networks
improve integration by increasing social participation and trust (Wang et al., 2025).

Despite growing interest in migration and integration, there remains a gap in understanding how migration
intentions interact with social networks to influence integration outcomes. Most studies examine these
factors independently, neglecting their combined effects. This study addresses this gap by proposing a
conceptual framework that integrates migration intentions, social networks, and community integration.
The primary objective of this research is to examine the impact of migration intentions on community
integration and to explore the moderating role of social networks in this relationship. Specifically, the study
aims to answer the following research questions:

1. How do migration intentions influence community integration

2. What is the role of social networks in shaping migration intentions

3. How do social networks moderate the relationship between migration intentions and community

integration

By addressing these questions, this study contributes to the literature by offering a comprehensive
understanding of migration dynamics. It also provides practical insights for policymakers to design
interventions that promote integration by leveraging social networks.

Literature Review

Migration and integration have been extensively studied across disciplines, including sociology, economics,
and human geography. This section reviews key literature on migration intentions, community integration,
and the role of social networks.

Migration intentions are widely recognized as predictors of actual migration behavior. According to
migration systems theory, migration decisions are influenced by individual aspirations, social networks,
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and structural factors. Social networks play a central role by providing information and reducing migration
costs (Massey et al., 1993). Empirical evidence suggests that social networks explain a significant portion
of migration intentions, with networks abroad having a particularly strong influence (Beine et al., 2018) .
This highlights the importance of social connections in shaping migration decisions.

Community integration is- a multidimensional process involving economic, social, cultural, and
psychological dimensions. Economic integration refers to employment and income stability, while social
integration involves participation in community activities and social relationships. Cultural integration
includes language acquisition and adaptation to local norms, and psychological integration refers to a sense
of belonging. Studies emphasize that integration is not solely determined by economic factors but also by
social relationships and interactions (Zhang et al., 2024).

Social capital theory provides a useful framework for understanding integration. Social capital refers to the
networks and relationships that facilitate cooperation and mutual support. It is often categorized into
bonding and bridging social capital. Bonding social capital involves close relationships within
homogeneous groups, while bridging social capital connects individuals across diverse groups. Research
indicates that bridging social capital positively influences integration, while bonding social capital may
have negative effects by limiting exposure to the host society (Zhang et al., 2024).

Recent studies highlight the role of social networks in enhancing integration. For example, Wang et al.
(2025) found that diverse social networks improve integration by increasing social participation and trust.
These networks enable migrants to access resources and opportunities, facilitating their adaptation to the
host society. Similarly, participation in community activities and volunteering has been shown to strengthen
social capital and enhance integration (Zhang & Meijering, 2025).

The relationship between migration intentions and integration is complex. Individuals with strong
settlement intentions are more likely to invest in integration, while those with temporary intentions may
remain socially detached. Early migration experiences also play a role, as migrants who move at a younger
age tend to have higher integration levels (Li et al., 2024) . This suggests that intentions influence both the
motivation and ability to integrate.

Social networks not only influence migration intentions but also moderate integration outcomes. Networks
provide emotional support, information, and resources, which facilitate adaptation. They also shape
migrants’ perceptions of the host society and their willingness to integrate. Studies show that social
networks can both encourage and discourage migration, depending on their structure and location (Beine
et al., 2018) .

Furthermore, the concept of place attachment has been identified as a mediating factor between social
networks and migration intentions. Strong local ties increase the likelihood of permanent settlement by
fostering emotional attachment to the host community. This indicates that social networks not only
influence decisions but also shape integration outcomes.

Despite extensive research, there is a lack of studies examining the combined effects of migration intentions
and social networks on integration. Most studies focus on either migration decisions or integration
outcomes, without considering their interaction. This study addresses this gap by proposing a moderated
framework that integrates these factors.
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Conceptual Model / Theoretical Framework
This study is grounded in Social Capital Theory and Migration Systems Theory.

Variables:
e Independent Variable: Migration Intentions
e Dependent Variable: Community Integration
e Moderator: Social Networks

Hypotheses:

H1 Migration intentions positively affect community integration

H2 Social networks positively influence community integration

H3 Social networks moderate the relationship between migration intentions and community integration

Methodology

This study adopts a quantitative research design using a cross-sectional survey approach. Data are collected
from migrants residing in urban communities using structured questionnaires. The sampling technique
employed is stratified random sampling to ensure representation across different demographic groups.

The questionnaire consists of validated scales measuring migration intentions, social networks, and
community integration. Migration intentions are measured using Likert-scale items assessing willingness
to settle, return intentions, and future mobility plans. Social networks are measured in terms of size,
diversity, and frequency of interaction. Community integration is assessed through indicators such as social
participation, cultural adaptation, and sense of belonging.

Data analysis is conducted using Smart-PLS software to perform Partial Least Squares Structural Equation
Modeling (PLS-SEM). This method is suitable for complex models with moderating variables and does not
require strict normality assumptions. The analysis includes measurement model evaluation and structural
model assessment.

Reliability is assessed using Cronbach’s alpha and composite reliability, while validity is evaluated through
convergent and discriminant validity. The structural model is tested using path coefficients, t-values, and
significance levels. Moderation analysis is conducted to examine the interaction effect of social networks.

Analysis

Table 1 Measurement Model
Construct Cronbach Alpha Composite Reliability AVE
Migration Intentions 0.87 0.91 0.68
Social Networks 0.89 0.93 0.71
Community Integration 0.91 0.94 0.74

Table 1: Measurement Model Interpretation

The measurement model assessment demonstrates that all constructs in the study exhibit strong reliability
and validity, confirming the robustness of the measurement instruments used. Cronbach’s alpha values for
migration intentions (0.87), social networks (0.89), and community integration (0.91) all exceed the
recommended threshold of 0.70 (Hair et al., 2021), indicating high internal consistency among the items
measuring each construct. This suggests that the survey items consistently capture the underlying
theoretical concepts without significant measurement error.
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Composite reliability values further reinforce these findings, with all constructs exceeding 0.90. Composite
reliability is considered a more accurate measure than Cronbach’s alpha in PLS-SEM because it accounts
for varying indicator loadings. The high composite reliability values indicate that the constructs are
measured with a high degree of precision and consistency. This strengthens the credibility of the subsequent
structural model results.

The Average Variance Extracted (AVE) values for all constructs are above the recommended threshold of
0.50, with migration intentions (0.68), social networks (0.71), and community integration (0.74). These
results confirm convergent validity, meaning that the indicators of each construct share a high proportion
of variance. In other words, the items used to measure each construct are strongly correlated and effectively
represent the intended latent variable.

From a theoretical perspective, these findings validate the operationalization of key constructs derived from
social capital theory and migration systems theory. The strong reliability of migration intentions indicates
that respondents consistently interpret and respond to questions regarding their future mobility plans and
settlement preferences. Similarly, the robustness of the social networks construct suggests that the
measurement successfully captures both the structural and functional aspects of networks, including size,
diversity, and interaction frequency.

The high validity of the community integration construct reflects the multidimensional nature of integration,
encompassing social participation, cultural adaptation, and psychological belonging. This aligns with
previous studies that emphasize integration as a complex and multifaceted process (Ager & Strang, 2008).
Overall, the measurement model results confirm that the constructs are both reliable and valid, providing a
solid foundation for testing the hypothesized relationships in the structural model. The absence of reliability
or validity issues indicates that the data are suitable for further analysis using PLS-SEM techniques.

Table 2 Structural Model

Path Coefficient T-value P-value
MI — CI 0.42 5.12 0.000
SN — CI 0.38 4.87 0.000
MI x SN — CI 0.29 3.95 0.000

Table 2: Structural Model Interpretation

The structural model results provide strong empirical support for the hypothesized relationships between
migration intentions, social networks, and community integration. The path coefficient from migration
intentions to community integration (B =0.42, p < 0.001) is positive and statistically significant, supporting
Hypothesis 1. This indicates that individuals with stronger migration intentions, particularly those intending
long-term settlement, are more likely to integrate into host communities. This finding is consistent with
prior research suggesting that commitment to staying in a host country motivates migrants to invest in
social, cultural, and economic integration (Li et al., 2024).

The direct effect of social networks on community integration (p = 0.38, p < 0.001) is also significant,
supporting Hypothesis 2. This highlights the critical role of social capital in facilitating integration. Social
networks provide access to information, emotional support, and economic opportunities, all of which
contribute to successful adaptation. Migrants with diverse and extensive networks are better positioned to
engage with the host society, thereby enhancing their sense of belonging and participation.
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Most importantly, the interaction effect between migration intentions and social networks (f = 0.29, p <
0.001) confirms the moderating role of social networks, supporting Hypothesis 3. This suggests that the
positive relationship between migration intentions and community integration becomes stronger when
migrants have well-developed social networks. In other words, even individuals with strong migration
intentions may struggle to integrate if they lack social connections, while those with strong networks can
leverage their intentions more effectively.

The moderation effect underscores the complementary relationship between individual motivation and
social structure. Migration intentions represent internal motivation, while social networks represent external
support systems. The interaction between these factors creates a synergistic effect that enhances integration
outcomes. This finding contributes to the literature by demonstrating that integration is not solely
determined by individual intentions or structural factors but by their interaction.

Furthermore, the high t-values for all paths indicate strong statistical significance, reinforcing the reliability
of the results. The model explains a substantial portion of variance in community integration, suggesting
good explanatory power.

In summary, the structural model confirms that both migration intentions and social networks are key
determinants of community integration, with social networks playing a crucial moderating role. These
findings provide empirical support for integrating social capital theory with migration intention
frameworks, offering a more comprehensive understanding of migrant integration processes.

Conclusion

This study examined the impact of migration intentions on community integration, with a particular focus
on the moderating role of social networks. The findings provide strong empirical evidence that migration
intentions significantly influence integration outcomes. Migrants who intend to settle permanently are more
likely to engage in community activities, build relationships, and adapt to the host society. This highlights
the importance of intention as a psychological driver of integration.

The study also confirms that social networks play a vital role in facilitating community integration.
Networks provide essential resources such as information, emotional support, and access to opportunities,
enabling migrants to navigate the challenges of a new environment. The positive relationship between social
networks and integration underscores the importance of social capital in migration studies.

A key contribution of this research is the identification of the moderating role of social networks. The
findings show that social networks strengthen the relationship between migration intentions and integration,
indicating that the effectiveness of migration intentions depends on the availability of supportive social
structures. This highlights the need to consider both individual and structural factors in understanding
integration processes.

The study contributes to the literature by integrating migration intention theory with social capital theory,
providing a more comprehensive framework for analyzing migrant integration. It also offers practical
implications for policymakers, suggesting that efforts to promote integration should focus not only on
individual factors but also on strengthening social networks.
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However, the study has some limitations, including its cross-sectional design, which limits causal inference,
and its reliance on self-reported data. Future research should adopt longitudinal approaches to examine
changes in migration intentions and integration over time.

Discussion

The findings of this study align with existing literature emphasizing the importance of both individual
intentions and social structures in shaping integration outcomes. Migration intentions have been widely
recognized as predictors of behavior, and this study extends this understanding by demonstrating their
impact on community integration. The positive relationship between migration intentions and integration
supports the argument that commitment to settlement encourages migrants to invest in their host
communities.

The role of social networks is particularly noteworthy. Consistent with social capital theory, the study finds
that networks facilitate access to resources and opportunities, thereby enhancing integration. The
moderating effect further highlights that networks amplify the impact of migration intentions, suggesting
that integration is a dynamic process influenced by both motivation and social context.

These findings have important implications for policy and practice. Governments and organizations should
focus on creating opportunities for migrants to build diverse social networks. This can be achieved through
community programs, language courses, and social events that encourage interaction between migrants and
local residents.

The study also highlights the importance of considering different types of social capital. While bonding
social capital provides emotional support, bridging social capital is more effective in promoting integration
by connecting migrants with the broader Therefore, policies should aim to promote bridging networks.

Future research should explore additional moderating variables, such as institutional support and cultural
distance, to further enhance understanding of integration processes. Comparative studies across different
countries could also provide valuable insights.
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